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RCW 42.17.020(14) states in part: “(a) “Contribution” includes: … (ii) An expenditure made by 

a person in cooperation, consultation, or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a 

candidate, a political committee, or their agents;” 

WAC 390-05-190 states: “Agent -- Definition.  ‘Agent,’ as that term is used in chapter 42.17 

RCW and Title 390 WAC, means a person, whether the authority or consent is direct or indirect, 

express or implied, oral or written, who: 

     (1) Is authorized by another to act on his or her behalf; or 

     (2) Represents and acts for another with the authority or consent of the person represented; or 

     (3) Acts for or in place of another by authority from him or her.” 

WAC 390-05-210 states in part: “(3) Consulting with a state, local or judicial candidate.  An 

expenditure made by a person in cooperation, consultation, concert or collaboration with, or at 

the request or suggestion of a candidate, the candidate's authorized committee or agent is a 

contribution to such candidate. An expenditure is presumed to be made in cooperation, 

consultation, concert or collaboration with, or at the request or suggestion of a candidate, the 

candidate's authorized committee or agent when: 

(a) Any arrangement, coordination or direction by the candidate, the candidate’s 

authorized committee or agent is given to the expending person prior to the publication, 

distribution, display or broadcast or political advertising or prior to an expenditure being made 

by that person supporting that candidate or opposing one or more of that candidate’s opponents; 

or  

(b) An expenditure is made based on information about the candidate's plans, projects or 

needs provided to the expending person by the candidate, the candidate's authorized committee 

or agent with a view toward having an expenditure made; 

(6) Consulting with other political committees.  An expenditure made by a person in 

cooperation, consultation, concert or collaboration with, or at the request or suggestion of a 

political committee is a contribution to such political committee.  An expenditure is presumed to 
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be made in cooperation, consultation, concert or collaboration with, or at the request or 

suggestion of a political committee when: 

(a) Any arrangement, coordination or direction by the political committee, its agent or 

another political committee financed, controlled or operated by the committee is given to the 

expending person prior to the publication, distribution, display or broadcast of political 

advertising or prior to an expenditure being made by that person supporting that political 

committee; or 

(b) An expenditure is made based on information about the political committee’s plans, 

projects or needs provided to the expending person by the political committee or its agent with a 

view toward having an expenditure made;” 

RCW 42.17.020(33) states: “ ‘Political committee’ means any person (except a candidate or an 

individual dealing with his or her own funds or property) having the expectation of receiving 

contributions or making expenditures in support of, or opposition to, any candidate or any ballot 

proposition.” 

RCW 42.17.040 states in part: “(1) Every political committee, within two weeks after its 

organization or, within two weeks after the date when it first has the expectation of receiving 

contributions or making expenditures in any election campaign, whichever is earlier, shall file a 

statement of organization with the commission and with the county auditor or elections officer of 

the county … in which the treasurer resides … (2) The statement of organization shall include 

but not be limited to: … (f) The name, office sought, and party affiliation of each candidate 

whom the committee is supporting or opposing, and, if the committee is supporting the entire 

ticket of any party, the name of the party.” 

RCW 42.17.065(1) states: “In addition to the provisions of this section, a continuing political 

committee shall file and report on the same conditions and at the same times as any other committee 

in accordance with the provisions of RCW 42.17.040, 42.17.050, and 42.17.060.” 
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RCW 42.17.065(2) states in part: “A continuing political committee shall file with the commission 

and the auditor or elections officer of the county in which the committee maintains its office or 

headquarters and if there is no such office or headquarters then in the county in which the committee 

treasurer resides a report on the tenth day of the month detailing its activities for the preceding 

calendar month in which the committee has received a contribution or made an expenditure:  

PROVIDED, That such report shall only be filed if either the total contributions received or total 

expenditures made since the last such report exceed two hundred dollars…” 

RCW 42.17.080 (2) states, in part: “At the following intervals each treasurer shall file with the 

commission and the county auditor or elections officer of the county in which the … committee 

maintains its office or headquarters…a report containing the information required by RCW 

42.17.090: (a) On the twenty-first day and the seventh day immediately preceding the date on 

which the election is held; and (b) On the tenth day of the first month after the election…and (c) 

On the tenth day of each month in which no other reports are required to be filed under this 

section:  PROVIDED, That such report shall only be filed if the committee has received a 

contribution or made an expenditure in the preceding calendar month and either the total 

contributions received or total expenditures made since the last such report exceed two hundred 

dollars.” 

RCW 42.17.090 (1) states, in part: “Each report required under RCW 42.17.080 (1) and (2) shall 

disclose the following: (a) The funds on hand at the beginning of the period; (b) The name and 

address of each person who has made one or more contributions during the period, together with 

the money value and date of such contributions and the aggregate value of all contributions 

received from each such person during the campaign or in the case of a continuing political 

committee, the current calendar year… (d) All other contributions not otherwise listed or 

exempted… and (f) The name and address of each person to whom an expenditure was made in 

the aggregate amount of more than fifty dollars during the period covered by this report and the 

amount, date and purpose of such expenditure…” 
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RCW 42.17.105 states in part:  It is a violation of this chapter for any person to make, or for any 

candidate or political committee to accept from any one person, contributions reportable under 

RCW 42.17.090 in the aggregate exceeding fifty thousand dollars for any campaign for state-

wide office or exceeding five thousand dollars for any other campaign subject to the provisions 

of this chapter within twenty-one days of a general election. 

RCW 42.17.120 states: “No contribution shall be made and no expenditure shall be incurred, 

directly or indirectly, in a fictitious name, anonymously, or by one person through an agent, 

relative, or other person in such a manner as to conceal the identity of the source of the 

contribution or in any other manner so as to effect concealment.” 


